Bamburgh Parish Council

Minutes of the Virtual Parish meeting held on Tuesday 27th October at 6.30pm via Zoom Platform
Present – Barbara Brook (BB), Andrew Bardgett (AB), Kirsty Dobson (KD), John Mackey, (JM) Alex Tait (AT) Cllr Guy Renner-Thompson (GRT) 

Joan Mitchell (JMC)
Also, present, Ian Smith (JMPI Media Limited) and 5 members of the public
1. Apologies – None
2. Declaration of interest – BB declared an interest in planning application Woodbine Cottage
3. Minutes of 22nd September 2020
GRT stated must leave meeting early – therefore dealt with following issues:

Walled Garden- GRT advised enforcement team to have the containers removed
Traffic Calming – GRT has plans from Richard McKenzie and will forward to BPC. AB update for next meeting.
Article 4 Statement – GRT – Jessica from AONB is dealing, GRT to provide timescale, BB to advise – ongoing
AB/KD draft questionnaire, James Boulton asked for suggestions where a new car park could be situated?
JMC to print off surveys, AB to provide numbers and organise delivery of same.
6 Friary Farm Cottage – AB – No objection by BPC and have sent in a letter of support as planning department have now asked them to withdraw application or it would be refused. 
.

4.  Public Questions – 
Judy Cowan – question for the NCC Conservation officer as to her job remit because I understood that  one of the conservation  concerns of the conservation  brief was to keep a watching brief on all listed structures in an area and to make sure that the owners of the land on which the listed structure is installed kept the listed structure in 'sound ' repair and good condition. I wondered if their job description had changed, over the years, as I think there are several listed structures in the local area that are in a sad and sometimes dilapidated condition. Also, that if a repair job is done the Conservation officer keeps a watching brief on the quality of repair recognising the original method of building the structure. 
Response from Ian McCaffrey: I have been in post since July 2017 in which time there has been no change to the Building Conservation Officer (BCO) job description.  You may wish to note the Planning Department is about to embark on a restructure that will see the BCO role replaced by Heritage and Design Officers.  However, roles and responsibilities around heritage at risk (HAR) are unlikely to change.  We address HAR in conjunction with our colleagues in Planning Enforcement. Perhaps if there are buildings of concern, they could be reported to Planning Enforcement in the first instance so a case can be opened?
Alison Brett - On several occasions in recent months various sorts of food has been left out by someone in the village for wildlife (Castle Green). Suggested – contact and advise James Boulton at Castle Estates also KD to place a notice on Google group to discourage this practice, AB advised that this is a health and safety hazard.
Brent Taylorson – The Walled Garden Planning application has been withdrawn - what steps will be taken to have the shipping containers and wooden structures removed?  
GRT responded earlier: Enforcement Department to arrange removal of all containers.
5. Financial Statement– JMC updated on the financial statement, current bank statement £17,578 – meeting with DJS arranged. 
.
6. Matters Arising –
· Royal British Legion update Remembrance Sunday – AT – report on Remembrance Day 2020 – Tier 2 still exempt from meeting in less than 6. Service followed by laying of wreaths, appropriate social distancing. Risk Assessment to be completed.
· Xmas & Carol Service – Vicar Louise asked for thoughts from BPC.  BB will advise of any suggestions. AB all positive, KD residents should have priority attending – all agreed. KD no advertising of Xmas lights, all agreed that people able to watch lights after web cam switch on, which is due to be completed before the beginning of December.  
· Steps to Lighthouse – BB advised labour & material cost agreed, Coast Care and JMC arranging work completion
· Walled Garden Update – confirmation application withdrawn. Letter received from Mrs Judy Cowan with ideas for the future of the site to be discussed in December meeting
· The Wynding Parking Issues/Car Park – BB had further discussions with Bamburgh Castle Estates who have no objections to Disabled Parking Bay in first Wynding car park, ongoing. Disabled access to beach on hold for now copy of e mail sent to Bamburgh Castle Estates discussing issue received from a member of the public. KD advised Access North East would be willing to help facilitate.
· Training – Planning Session – BB reported a training session was cancelled by Rob Murfin and attempts by BB to rearrange have not reached fruition, BB will follow up.
· Broadband – JM – Broadband upgrade fund to increase speed to 100mbps in Bamburgh (currently 69mbps) has reached 92% of target (further 8 responses required) KD agreed to reissue notice on google groups and website to encourage anyone who has yet to respond. P. Gibb - asked if 100% not reached would residents have to contribute the remainder of balance? JM to answer at next meeting.
· Run Northumberland Bamburgh 10K 2020 – to be held on 1st November will start and finish at Links Road Car Park, well organised and attention paid to Covid rules.
· Planning Consultation – 20/03085/FUL Conversion of existing outbuildings to form an annexe to Woodbine Cottage Location 12 Church Street Bamburgh. Adding another bedroom may cause parking problems, however owners confirmed they are happy to have a condition attached stating will not be a holiday let.  AB – no objections with proviso not to be used as a future Holiday Let. 4 agreements. 
BB. Thanked Dorothy Scott our Parish Clerk who is retiring after tonight’s meeting for the last 7 years, of hard work and trying to keep the Councillors in order, which she seemed to manage very well!! We look forward to working with our new Clerk Joan Mitchell
Date of next meeting to be held on Tuesday 8th December at 6.30pm via Zoom Platform.
